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Instead, more Cretan intricacies were added to the labyrinth  CHAP,
of misunderstandings with which this chapter is occupied.         ^xxrv.
Something else had happened on this 15th of May to embroil ^T> 49*
all. The same afternoon Mr. Gladstone quite "unconsciously
sealed the fate of his Government and revolutionised the parlia-
mentary conditions by announcing to the House of Commons
the renewal of coercion without remedial measures:
We shall embody various provisions of that Act which we deem to be
both valuable and equitable in a Bill, and it will be our duty to press it
upon the attention of the House with a view to its being passed into
law. There are two other subjects . . . one of them relating to local
government in Ireland and the other relating to land-purchase in
Ireland .. . both of them are measures with regard to which the Govern-
ment feel that they have unfulfilled obligations, and it is a matter to
them of great regret that they cannot ask the House to deal with either
of them during what remains of the present session in a satisfactory
manner.1
A dull roar of Irish defiance met this statement. The Liberal
party was now hopelessly trapped. Lord Randolph during the
next few days got into friendly touch with the Parnellites and
gave them to know that the Conservatives, if called upon to form
a temporary Government, would drop coercion altogether. At
the same time he threw out an anchor to windward. A terse
memorandum goes across from the Board of Trade to the Local
Government Board. The breaking-point between the Radicals
and the rest of the Cabinet is very near now.
CHAMBERLAIN TO DILKE
I hear R. Churchill is going to give notice to-night (?) of a Committee
after Whitsuntide of the whole House to enquire into the state of Ire-
land. He hopes for our support, and possibly contemplates a separation
from his leaders and a union of the opposite sides below the gangway.
Could not Kimberley tell Staal that if Russian matter is not settled
at once the Government may be out of office? If this were out of the way
Mr. G. would let us go, and I think we must go. J. C., 18/5.
At the first opportunity "we must go". This signal, better than
anything else, explains a sudden sequel of farcical and well-nigh
1 Hansard, vol. ccxcviii. col. 627 (Commons, May 15, 1885).